
PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE 
2469 Hammertown Road 

September 26, 1997 

Gary Freed 
1132 Walters Road 
Pennsbw-g, PA 18073-1933 

Dear Gary, 

Narvon, PA 17555 

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Clay-colored Sparrow you saw at Green 
Lane Reseivoir on 8 October 1995 to P.O.R.C. After careful review, we regret that we are unable 
to accept this record. The committee was concerned that the description provided did not supply 
enough detail of the bird's plumage to effectively rule out similar species (Chipping Sparrow). 
The description lacked details regarding color of the lores or rump or a more detailed description 
of the ear patch and facial pattern 

This of course, does not mean the bird was not a Clay-colored Sparrow, merely, that the 
record is not beyond reasonable doubt for acceptance 

We hope that this does not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rare 
birds you find in the future. Please be encouraged to send as much detail as possible when 
submitting a report. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Pulcinella 
Chairman 

Record# 814-03-1995 
P. S. Gary, if it any consolation, I voted for acceptance. 
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SUPPORTING DETAILS: UNCOMMON OR RARE SPECIES/HIGH NUMBERS 

CBC N&me ______ Date ______ Co!fil)iler.-r---------
Observer writing this account & date Gary L, tlfStd lo-$ -'1-r 
SPECIES Cl ~y-c:.i!,\ISI'('-~ s;~~s,~w NUMBER, AG~ sEx ____ lr-------
Distance from oird(s) so 7 Relative size of bird~ W~\tt.P :Sp~'(:{~W s ,·ze_ 
HEAD & NECK ( es ribe forehead, cro , auricular,!11al r region, median line, etc.) 
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EYE & LORES (Describe su~ercilium, ring, stripe, color, etc.) ~-"~ :a b'>e 
:a\,so 'o,s\½b\,·\~~ \A1~i$~( I '11/t'-. 

UPPER & LOWER MANDIBLES _______________ _ 
LEGS & FEET _____________________ _ 

UPPERP A~TS (Describe naJ>e, b~~ rump, upper tail coverts, etc.) 
b"' ~ry b :s ))Wrl 1 s,,~~~g 

RECTRI ES (Describe inner, middle, outer tail feathers, color pattern, shape, etc.) 

WING (Describe color, length, shape, linings, bars, coverts, leading & trailing edges, 
etc.) · 

VOCALIZATION--+-----.---..,.......--.--------.---+------,,,,,,__-
BEHA VIQR stl a!'I -fop ;,f i~!I dod w~dc iYI w-e-f 

Y'A& ~ 4-~kr-

Date of observation IC - . ·~(:) a Weather e, c./Q 
Duration of ob · ~~:!!-'"-'::..a;;..~- • - • • 

Exact locatjo 
Habitat ..:.::W..:::..e. T.J......11.1.U,,..-~­
-------- Optica 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ____:1..:.< ~.:....-.~:Ji:-.L-a...;:....;~~--------

AN ACCOMPANYING SKETCH OR PHOTOGRAPH CAN BE l\·10ST HELPFUL 
I 
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I Record No.:814-03-1995 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pallida) 

Date of Sighting: 8 October 1995 to 8 October 1995 
Location: GREEN LANE RESERVOIR 
County: MONTGOMERY 
Observer(s): Gary Freed 

Date of Submission: 1995 
Submitted by: Gary Freed 
Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class m Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas X 
N. Pulcinella ><: 
E. Kwater 'x' 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams >< 
P. Schwalbe X 
S. Feldstein 'X 
TOTALS ?-- ' 
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DECISION V 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): £ { ~. 

Date: ;}. -;2_c2 --?? 




